808 West Avenue
Austin, Toxas 78701
May 28, 1974

Here are some observations on traffic in the 9th and 10th Street
project area related in the main to the first preliminary Bovay
report and other documents issued prior to the second prelimi—
nary Bovaey report. This factsheet offers new basic information
pathered by the 01d Austin Neighberhood. Its scope is limited

to present loeal conditiona end is intended only as & response

to specific statements made by various City spokesmen. A traffic
study of much broader scope is prepently being prepered.

The 014 Auagtin Neighborhsod feels that Bovay Engineers was
conmigsioned to justify the City's plan for ilhis area rather
than to offer jmpartisl consideration to the need for the plan
in the first place. Further, the association feals that Bovay
wes not paid to ergue sgaiast or te develop alternatives to the
City's plan. )

For this reason and to stimulate more creative, construetive think-
ing, various immediate and long-range possibilities have been
suggested by the 0ld Austin Neighborhood and its members. Such
puggestions were not intended as comprehensive or developed alter-
natives, though the organization would be willing to work with
appropriate City departiments to more fully explore them,

Final traffic recommendations of the 0ld Austin Neighboerhood will
depend on the completion of the orgenization's traffic position
statement and analysis of the project's impact on the park/recreation
land and the neighborhood as a whole. These findings will bhe
submitted at the public hearing before City Council,

Yours sincerely,

Carolyn Bucknall, Chairperson
01d Austin Neighborhood




TRAFFIC VOLUME

The 01d Austin Neighborhood Volunteer Count

Volunteers in the OAN have counted traffic on every block of 8th

and 10th Streets between Lamar and Guadalupe. Each count was 15
minutes. This was obeerved to be the duration of rush time traffic
snd should therefore yibld the highest peak traffic counts. The non-
peak counts were conducted during work hours on week days. No effort
was made to count periocds of least traffic.

The Austin Urban Transportation Department has apparenily made no
such count.

Figures used in the Bovey Engineers revised preliminary report for
traffic volumes in the area are not based on specific counts on 9th
and 10th in the project area, ("The available cordon data is for
traffic on the east edge of the Study Area. The Project Area is
located about six blocks weat of this cordon and %djustments to
tvoffic volumes must be made for this location.)

0AN is particularly interested in presenting an actual traffic count
on these two streets to the councilmen irp good time for them to
establish for themselves its general validity. DBecause the O0AN volun-
teers used eyeballs and brains instead of mechanical counting boxes,
councilmen are invited to double check their work.

Personal observation did allow the gathering of statistics on other
then motor vehicles., Peodestrien and bieycle traffic was significant
and has been included in the count (Table II).

One horseback rider may not have any statistical significance,

pigbementa in  Sunnpel i the Hth end 10th Styeat nrojacy:
"hese facilities generate enough traffic to keep these streets
/[oth and 10th/ fairly busy all during the day.

"During peak period, however, these streets are extremely congested."

OAN replyt

"Fairly busy all during the day" does not reasonably denacribe
non~peak traffic on these streets except in the area of the County
Courthouse and the Library. "Fairly light all during the day" would
be & more apt description for those parts of 9th end 10th west of San

1Bovay Engineers, Weat 8th and 10th Street Improvements Study for
City of Austin, May, 1074, p.31.

2"Proposed 9th and 10th Streets Traffic System," a report by Joe
Ternua, dated July 16, 1873.




Antonio. This is especially true on those two blocks of Oth Street
jmmediately east (41,83 VPH) and weat (26.33 VPH) of the parkland,

the area of most disruptive and objectionsble impact of the City's

plana,

Figures gothered by the OAN volunteers do not indicate "extremely
congested" girects at peak hours. Nor was anybhing epproeching a

- Yraffic smerl or back-up observed except on 10th by vehicles attempting
to enter Lamar, Increase in traffie that would result from the
City's plans would serve only to compound this situation unless the
capacity of Lamar itself were increased. Agein, the aree around the
courthouse was observed to be busiest. At B o'clock this area is
very busy, with vehicles waiting to pick up passengers, some double
parking with idling engines. There is much visiting through car
windows, conversation on the sidewalk, and knots of pedestrians
walking toward their parked cars and to homes in the area.

It will be noticed that peak vehicle per hour counts in this area
were matched by huge inecreases in pedestrian countas, e.g. the section
of 9th from Sen Antonio to Guadalupe averaged 164 vehicles per hour
at 5300-5:15, and 184 pedestrians per hour for the mame time period.
This reflects the use of this area as & local parking fecility and
not as a conduit for through traffic. Agein the volume and use

set forth by the 9th and 10th Streets Project would be disruptive of
present conditions and usage.
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TABLE II: PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE TRAFFIC

.0th

L PEDESTRIANS - BICYCLES l
) - Averege Per Hour ActEEI“Eﬁﬁniég__m_‘"_iéiégi Counts¥*

. o u§;6ﬁ—:‘ig Nomn Peak Poek Non peak mn_i%gﬁ-de Non pesk Peok
Lemar - Henderson 6.66 0,00 1,0,4 0 0,0,0 2,2 _i
Henderson ~ West Avenue e — — S —— — |
Weat Avenue — Rlo Grande 6.33 2.00 2,1,1 1,0 0,1,0 0,0 —T
Rio Grande - Nueces 10,686 8.00 5,3,0 2 1,2,0 0,0
Nueces - Say Antonio 14.00 cozzt 6,1 ;cz;nt 2,2,1 0
San Antonio - Guadelupe 57.33 184,00 35,13,5 46 3,1 0
Lomar - West Avenue 20,00 14,60 2,8,4 3,4 1,2,2 1,0
West Avenue — Rio Grande 8,00 | 14,00 3,1 4,3 0,2,0 | 1,1
-ﬁib_graﬁﬁé‘k Nuecen 12,00 24,00 6,2,1 8 0,1,0 1,0
Nuoces - San Antonio 46,60 68.00 11,6,18 Ry 1,0, | 1,1
San Antonio - Guéflalupe 168,00 184,00 48,40,838 46 1,0,5 0,1

#0bgerved during same l5-minute intervels noted in Teble I.

observers did not report pedestriens and bicycles.

A fevw




NEED FNGENDERED BY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

01d Auslin Neighborhood replies (below) are based on conversations
with Commissioners Voudouris and Mova (presont and former commission-
ers of the downtown precinct respectively) end with Bill Rust,

County Auditor. No ome intervieved wes aware of the plans to male
g9th and 10th Streets o paired one~way system; to their lmowledge the
County had not been consulted on this matter in eny way. None had
requested City action in the matter or had ever heard of such a
requesat.

Mr. Marcus Younghblocd, architect for the new garege, was also inter-
vieved to determine whether he was awere that the proposal had been
made to change 10th to a one-way street running westward. Since
there are two entrance/exits on 10th, such knowledge might well have
affected design. Mr, Youngblood had not been apprised of this possi-
bility.

Statements in support of the 8th and 10th Street projecta:

"Parking around the courthouse will be even more limited, and vill
create eubgtantial problems until the county parking garage is
finished,"

OAN reply:

The County garage is planned in two phases. The first, to consist

of four and & half storeys, is due for completion on September 1,
1974. The second phase, still in the indefinite future, will bring
the height of the garage to seven storeys. It is true that parking
is oven more limited while construction is under way (the garage site
is the former employes's parking lot); however, it is also apparent
that street alterations would occur too late to affect the consiruc-
tion peviod.

Statements in support of the 9th and 10th Street projects:

"In view of the fact that these two streets could provide sorely
needed relief to traffic congestion to new County offige and the
central business district, I believe it is essentisl.”

» ,,. Completion of the system will improve local circulation around
the courthouse complex."3

v ... and improve access to the courthouse complex ceshd

3“Proposed 9th and 10th Streets Traffic System," a report by Joe
Ternus, dated July 18, 1973,

4)emorandum on "Additional Project for the Capital Improvements
Program," submitted to the Council by Dan Davidson on July 19, 1873,




0AN renlxx

Once phase one is completed 200 new parking spaces will be provided,
160 for the public and BO for county employees. In addition,
employeecns will be picking up en additional 20 poarking spaces under the
new of{ice annex, completion on which ia imminent., The intention of
the parage conatiruction is to remove & large number of vehicles from
the street and thereby relieve congestion in the area. To introduce
additional new traffic onto 10th Street is to reopen the possibility
of congestion that the County thought it had solved.

Statements in support of the 9th and 10th Street preojects

"With the county expansion, proposed parking garages, and generel
development of the area, the traffic circulation and access to thig
area must be improved ..."

"Yes, this is brought about somewhat by the expansion of the County
complex, County offices, parking gerages, traffic L

QAN reglx:

No one interviewed had lknowledge of any imminent expansion of
county staff. Again, the opening of the County anmnex was intended
to give sorely needed space to the preseat staff, not to provide
additional space for additional staff. Mr. Rust indicated that the
County likely would add two to two and s half new positions to the
custodial staff as & resull of occupancy of the new buildirng, but
that this was the only increase anticipated.

Suremation

The 8ih and 10th Street project proposals were not developed in
co~ordination with County officimls., While County officials were
attempting one golution to the problem of congestion, City planmers
were contemplating another that might effectively be in opposition
to it, Provision for an expanded County staff is not an immediate
obhjective,

5“Pr0posed 9th and 10th Streets Traffic System," a report by Joe
Ternus, dated July 16, 1873.

6Mayor Roy Butler in Council meeting, July 18, 1973,




IN CONCLUSION

To cite prosent conditions on 9th and 10th as a problem which
requives the creation of a one-way pair similar in size and
volume to present 5th and 6th (first Bovay report, p.l0) is
back to front--putting the cart before the horse-—or in this
case the huge street capacity before the huge traffic voluwe,
Huge traffic volume is demonstrebly not presently on these
ptreets. The Lreffic volume ond congestion are not going to be
increased by imvedicte courthouse plang, but aslleviated by them.

Statements attesting to the present large volume, extireme conges—
tion, and aggravetion of these conditions by {he County have been
central to the initiation of the 9th-10th extension and one-way
proposels, OAN has never been convinced by these statements and
hes researched the situation. We believe that evidence here
presented persuasively supperts our opinion,

It should be pointed out that these arguments, though they initi-
ated the proposal, though they were the impetus for the Tirst
Bovay report,. have been abandoned by the second (reviged} Bovay
report of May 1074.

A muchmore complicated twenty-year, couty-wide expansion argu-
ment replaces the congesiion—-courthouse expansion argument, OAN
quegtions this substitution of justifications.

There should be a fixed and stable justification for such a project
end & congideration of variasble and fluetuating alternative solu-—
tiong. There should not be a fixed and stable solution and variable
and fluctuating justifications, as we have here.




